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Press Release 			                                   Monday 26th  Jan 2015

Great start to Irish Design Year 2015 for Limerick crafts people.
9 Limerick craft businesses showcased the best of their product at Showcase Ireland’s Creative Expo ® the country’s largest international trade show , which took place in the RDS Dublin January 18th to 21st 2015.
The annual event was attended by over 5000 buyers from Ireland and up to 26 countries around the world, including the UK, North America, Germany, France, Benelux and Japan. New buyers were attracted from China following President Higgins’ state visit in December 2014. Showcase estimates trade order sales in excess of €20 million over the four days of the show. 
Now in its 39th year, Showcase has become a must see event for retailers to source unique Irish design and craft. This year saw an almost 10% increase in exhibitor numbers on 2014, with 464 of Ireland’s leading designers, manufacturers and craft makers at Showcase 2015, presenting thousands of high-quality products, which are often unique to the show, to over 5,000 retail buyers. The fair attracts trade visitors from all over the world, driven by ongoing direct marketing in partnership with Enterprise Ireland offices abroad.
Showcase 2015 is the first international trade event as part of the year long programme for Irish Design 2015 (ID2015), of which President Higgins is Patron.  ID2015 is a government-backed initiative exploring, promoting and celebrating Irish design throughout Ireland and internationally in order to drive job creation, grow exports and increase competitiveness.
3 Limerick exhibitors included in Home & Gift curated collection "representing the best of Irish Designed Products"  Ballyhoura Ceramics , Brid O'Kane and Homeland Candles. A reflection on the high quality of craft activity in Limerick.
Burga Fullam Business Advisor with the Local Enterprise Office Limerick said “2015 sees the largest ever investment by the LEOs in the Enterprise Zone at Showcase with 105 companies exhibiting compared to 90 last year. Meeting both domestic and international buyers at the Enterprise Zone gives these micro-enterprises the invaluable opportunity to access new markets, grow their business and create employment in their locality, ultimately feeding into the overall recovery of the Irish economy. Showcase deserves huge credit for putting a spotlight on the potential for small craft and design businesses in Ireland”.

PICTURE
Left to Right 
Mr Vincent Reynolds, Chair of LEO Network, Gerard Fenniman of Gerard Fenniman, Daiva Stasiukynaite of Daiva’s Textiles, Eithne Hehir of Ballyhoura Ceramics, Clare Jordan of Clare Jordan Ceramics,  Brid O'Kane of Brid O’Kane, Louise O’Brien of  Moon River Chocolates, Fergus Grant Stevenson of Forgotten Silver and Tom Bromell of Homeland Candles
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