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Food is a basic requirement for life and the better the 
quality, the more beneficial it is for our health. 
But tasting great is also essential – and as anyone who has 
ever worked in a professional – or even domestic – kitchen 
will know, creating a dish which not only looks good, is cost 
effective, nutritious and tastes amazing is no mean feat.

Pat Hayes can attest to this as together with his partner John 
Kerry, they have over four decades of experience in the food 
industry and know how important each of these elements are.

He started Glen Aine Foods, a cooked meat production factory 
based in Bruree, Co Limerick, in the early 90s with just four 
employees and when, decades later, he sold the business as a 
triple A rated production facility, the staff count was up to 80 
people.

So he knows a thing or two about what is involved in making 
good food and this was the inspiration behind Food Quest, his 
latest venture which allows companies within the industry to 
design and create new food products. 

“In my years at Glen Aine Foods I always placed a strong 
influence on product development and processing technology,” 
he says. “Our first ham product was innovated and developed 
as a thesis by myself and also Dr John Kerry at UCC food 
technology facilities. 

“So in 2020, with over 40 years combined experience between 
us, John and I decided to set up Food Quest Ltd – with the 
aim of the company being to support and facilitate small to 
medium sized businesses to develop and design new and 
existing food products for the marketplace. 

“Our customised facilities include all the necessary equipment 
along with the high care and low care areas which have been 
developed to meet the highest standards in the food industry. 
So far, the interest we have had from companies throughout 
Ireland but also in the UK and indeed mainland Europe, has 
been very positive, with many looking for support for a variety 
of food product innovations.”

As commercial director, Pat says his role will utilise the broad 
sectoral experience and large contact base he has gained over 
the years – putting an emphasis on marketing and supporting 
new customers, particularly in the areas of equipment and 
technology. 

While John Kerry, who has a background in food science 
and technology, will provide strong support with product 
development – and Karen Hopkins, Quality Compliance 
Specialist, is also part of the team, while at the same time, 
developing her own Limerick Ladle branded products at Food 
Quest Innovation Centre.

There are currently just three employees at the facility with 
three more roles in the pipeline and Pat says although their 
venture has been affected the Pandemic, Brexit may turn out 
to have had a positive impact as they look forward to seeing 
their enterprise flourish.

“It has been extremely difficult over the past two years due 
to the Covid pandemic and all the restrictions which made 
it difficult for us to engage with customers and facilitate 
their requirements,” he says.  “But thankfully that has really 
eased in the last number of weeks, and we can already see a 
turnaround in customers wanting to use our facilities. Also 
we have found that a lot of clients are looking to replace 
imported products due to Brexit, and the envisaged trading 
difficulties it may cause, so for us, Brexit may actually send 
more business our way.”

Pat has been engaging with his local enterprise agents for 
decades and says their help has been instrumental to the 
success of both of his businesses to date. 

“We have received fantastic support from Limerick 
Local Enterprise Office, not just financially, but 
also through various promotions, mentoring, 
client referrals and contacts,” he says. “And the 
financial support we received has gone towards 
the purchase of specialised equipment and 
processing aids.”

“On that note, Limerick Enterprise Board, which was the 
foundation of LEO, gave me similar support when I started 
Glen Aine Foods many years ago – and this helped to create 
over 80 jobs in a rural community, something I am very 
proud of. Hopefully we can encourage new and existing food 
businesses to do the same with support from LEO  
and ourselves.”

Although still in its infancy, the company has started as it 
means to go on and their quest for great food is going strong. 

“We currently have some very exciting new products being 
developed in our meat and veg range and these products have 
great export potential,” says Pat. “We also provide clients 
with factory layout and design along with bespoke equipment 
design and manufacture –from Balfab Stainless Engineering, 
which incidentally, was also supported by the LEO.”

“It is very advantageous to be able to link the two companies 
and offer new or existing clients a full suite of products and 
equipment designed specifically towards their needs, thus 
replacing imports and increasing employment thereafter.

“Our motto at Food Quest is “Leaders In Innovation” and we 
hope to keep that standard going forward.”
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